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OFFICE OF PETITIONS 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. 1.56, Applicants are enclosing 
an Information Disclosure Citation Form (PTO-1449) which lists the references cited in 
the attached Japanese Office Action dated January 24, 2006. Applicants advise that on 
the enclosed PTO-1449, documents AM and AN are counterparts. Therefore document 
AN serves as the English translation for at least the specification of document AM. 

Applicants certify that the items of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement (IDS) were first cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing 
of this IDS. This IDS is the submission in connection with Applicants' Request For 
Continued Examination (RCE) lodged to withdraw this case from issue (for consideration 
of this IDS). 



03/16/200G THU 15:23 [TX/RX NO 5077] i)007 



FAX NO. 



P. 08 



It is respectfully requested that the cited documents be considered by the 
Examiner in the above-identified patent application and that the cited documents b 
officially of record therein. It is farther requested that a listing of the same appear 
face of any patent which may issue from this application. 



Respectfully submitted, 

SMITH, GAMBRELL & RUSSELL, LLP 



By: 



Michael A. Makuch, Reg. No. 32,263 
1850 M Street, N.W., Suite 800 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Telephone: (202) 263-4300 
February 9, 2006 Fax: (202) 263-4329 
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DATE CONSIDERED: 


* EXAMINER' Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation Is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line mrougn citation it 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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